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1.  PURPOSE.  This regulation prescribes the procedures for
referring active duty military personnel to the DeWitt Health
Care System’s Department of Mental Health.

2.  RESPONSIBILITIES.

a.  The responsibility for determining whether or not referral
for mental health evaluation should be made under the standards
set forth in Department of Defense Directive 6490.1, dated
October 1, 1997, rests with the service member’s designated
commanding officer at the time of referral.

b.  Legal protections of the rights of service members against
improper referrals for mental health evaluations, as set forth in
Pub. L. No. 102-484 (1992), Section 546 (reference (b)), DoD
Directive 6490.1 (1 Oct, 97), and DoD Instruction 6490.4 (28 Aug
97) shall be followed.

c.  No person may refer a service member for mental health
evaluation as a reprisal for making or preparing a lawful
communication to a member of Congress, any appropriate authority
in the chain of command of the service member an Inspector
General or a member of a DoD audit, inspection, investigation or
law enforcement organization.

d.  Any violation of paragraph 2.b. or c., above, by any
person subject to the Uniform Code of Military Justice (UCMJ) is
punishable as a violation of Article 92 of the UCMJ.  Any
violation of these paragraphs by a civilian employee is
punishable under regulations governing civilian disciplinary or
adverse actions.

3.  PROCEDURES.

a. Unit commanders finding it necessary to refer soldiers to
the hospital’s Department of Mental Health (DMH) for non-emergent
psychological/psychiatric evaluation and/or assistance will refer
soldiers using FB Form 43, Mental Health Referral.  The unit
commander or his/her representative will complete the FB Form 43
on individual soldiers that they feel need to be evaluated by
mental health.

b.  The fully completed FB Form 43 will reach the DMH on or
before the date of the soldier’s scheduled appointment time.

c.  Commanders will make the service member’s appointment by
contacting the DMH on or before the expected date of the
soldier’s scheduled appointment time.
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d.  Whenever a mental health provider recommends to a service
member’s commanding officer that the service member be separated
from military service due to a personality disorder and a pattern
of potentially dangerous behavior (more than one episode), that
recommendation shall be co-signed by the mental health provider’s
commanding officer or designated representative.  If the service
member’s commanding officer, in turn, declines to follow the
recommendation(s) of the hospital’s commanding officer, the
service member’s commanding officer shall forward a memorandum to
his or her commanding officer within two business days explaining
the decision to retain the service member against medical advice.

e.  The referral for mental health evaluations under the
standards set forth above, does not modify any authorities or
responsibilities about the prevention, investigation, or
prosecution of offenses under the UCMJ or civilian jurisdiction
criminal codes.

   f.  Copies of FB Form 43 can be acquired from the Forms
Warehouse, at 10101 Gridley Road, building 315.
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